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he read the journals and knew what was happening in the
' great world/ He met Napoleon at Erfurt in 1808 and con-
ceived a deep admiration for the Emperor. Napoleon, on his
side, warmly admired Goethe, and always carried Werther with
him on campaigns, and was said to know long passages of it
by heart. It would be quite incorrect to conceive of Goethe
as indifferent to the Great War which was in progress. On
the contrary, like Kant, who too was digging his mine for peace
at Konigsberg, Goethe was reflecting on the long-drawn-out
human tragedy, and expressed his passionate hatred of war and
his conception of its lack of reason in one work after another
—Reise der Sohne Megaprazons ; Der Burgergeneral; Die Bela-
gerung von Mainz; Die Aufgeregten; Das Mddchen von Ober-
kirch; Hermann und Dorothea; Unterhaltungen, a sort of new
Decameron, " the French armies playing the disruptive part
which in the distant days of Boccaccio had been taken by the
plague ": a group of French exiles on the German side of the
Rhine tell a series of tales to each other in order to distract
their minds from the evil of the times. Hermann und Dorothea
is * a sermon on war/ Goethe had seen the horrors of a battle-
field, the hopeless miseries of a siege, and the poignant suffer-
ings of refugees flying before the devastating armies of invaders.
In Hermann und Dorothea, however, against the dark back-
ground of war stand out in sharp relief " the angels of love
and hope." x
When Frederick William III of Prussia made the Peace of
Bile with France in 1795, and arranged a * line of demarcation '
within which all the existing German states should be regarded
as neutral, Goethe (along with Kant) was one of the few men
who completely approved. Weimar was within the line of
demarcation which guaranteed peace and quiet for men to go
about their labour, and which made the beating of the drums
of war into a distant echo. This, in Goethe's view, was states-
manship. " We have all cause to be thankful," he wrote to
his master, the Duke Carl August, for neutrality meant that
the Duchy would not be ravaged. " For me it is a new spring,"
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